Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 208756 
ORIGIN EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO L-03 FTC-01 COME-OO JUSE-00 
STR-04 TRSE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 SEC-01 /037 R 

DRAFTED BY EB/IFD/BP:TASCHLENKER 

APPROVED BY EB/IFD/B P: HJWINTER 

EUR/NE:DDONCHI 

L/EB:BENSON 

FTC:JFISCHBOCH 

012944 011242Z/50 

R 312147Z AUG 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 

UNCLAS STATE 208756 

US OECD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, NL, US 

SUBJECT: ANTITRUST: INVESTIGATION OF HUNTER DOUGLAS NV 

1 . DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN INFORMED BY FEDERAL TRADE 
COMMISSION (FTC) THAT QUOTE IT HAS OPENED A PRELIMINARY 
NONPUBLIC INVESTIGATION OF THE ACTIVITIES OF HUNTER 
DOUGLAS NV, A NETHERLANDS CORPORATION HEADQUARTERED IN 
ROTTERDAM, THROUGH ITS SUBSIDIARY , CROWN ALUMINUM 
INDUSTRIES OF ROXBORO, NORTH CAROLINA. AT THIS TIME 

IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER CROWN ALUMINUM INDUSTRIES IS 
A SEPARATELY INCORPORATED SUBSIDIARY OR IS ONLY A 
DIVISION OF HUNTER DOUGLAS. 

2. QUOTE THE INVESTIGATION IS FOCUSING ON POSSIBLE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 208756 

VIOLATIONS OF SECTION 5 OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 
ACT AND OF THE MAGNUSON-MOSS WARRANTIES ACT INVOLVING 
CROWN ALUMINUM'S MARKETING PRACTICES, WARRANTY REPRESEN- 
TATIONS AND EXECUTION OF ITS OBLIGATIONS UNDER WARRANTIES 
GIVEN. CROWN ALUMINUM WAS ACQUIRED RELATIVELY RECENTLY 
BY HUNTER DOUGLAS, AND IT APPEARS THAT THE ACTIVITIES 
COMMENCED PRIOR TO HUNTER DOUGLAS' ACQUISITION OF 
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CROWN. 

3. QUOTE THIS IS ONLY A PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION AND 
NO COMPULSORY PROCESS HAS YET BEEN AUTHORIZED. IT IS 
BEING CARRIED OUT BY THE COMMISSION'S REGIONAL OFFICE 
IN ATLANTA. GEORGIA. THERE IS NO WAY OF KNOWING AT 
THIS TIME WHETHER THE INVESTIGATION WILL REVEAL INFOR- 
MATION TO WARRANT ANY FURTHER PROCEEDING BY THE 
COMMISSION. UNQUOTE 

4. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO INFORM HOST GOVERNMENT 
OF THE ABOVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 1967 OECD 
RECOMMENDATION AND REPORT ANY REACTION. CHRISTOPHER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 208756 
ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /013 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY EUR/RPE:RALAMANTIA 
APPROVED BY EUR/RPE:EACASEY 

016951 082117Z/62 

R 081540Z SEP 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 

UNCLAS STATE 208756 

USEEC 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 208756 ACTION THE HAGUE INFO PARIS 
AUG 31. 

QUOTE E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, NL, US 

SUBJECT: ANTITRUST: INVESTIGATION OF HUNTER DOUGLAS NV 

1 . DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN INFORMED BY FEDERAL TRADE 
COMMISSION (FTC) THAT QUOTE IT HAS OPENED A PRELIMINARY 
NONPUBLIC INVESTIGATION OF THE ACTIVITIES OF HUNTER 
DOUGLAS NV, A NETHERLANDS CORPORATION HEADQUARTERED IN 
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ROTTERDAM, THROUGH ITS SUBSIDIARY , CROWN ALUMINUM 
INDUSTRIES OF ROXBORO, NORTH CAROLINA. AT THIS TIME 
IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER CROWN ALUMINUM INDUSTRIES IS 
A SEPARATELY INCORPORATED SUBSIDIARY OR IS ONLY A 
DIVISION OF HUNTER DOUGLAS. 

2. QUOTE THE INVESTIGATION IS FOCUSING ON POSSIBLE 
VIOLATIONS OF SECTION 5 OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 208756 

ACT AND OF THE MAGNUSON-MOSS WARRANTIES ACT INVOLVING 
CROWN ALUMINUM S MARKETING PRACTICES, WARRANTY REPRESEN- 
TATIONS AND EXECUTION OF ITS OBLIGATIONS UNDER WARRANTIES 
GIVEN. CROWN ALUMINUM WAS ACQUIRED RELATIVELY RECENTLY 
BY HUNTER DOUGLAS, AND IT APPEARS THAT THE ACTIVITIES 
COMMENCED PRIOR TO HUNTER DOUGLAS' ACQUISITION OF 
CROWN. 

3. QUOTE THIS IS ONLY A PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION AND 
NO COMPULSORY PROCESS HAS YET BEEN AUTHORIZED. IT IS 
BEING CARRIED OUT BY THE COMMISSION'S REGIONAL OFFICE 
IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA. THERE IS NO WAY OF KNOWING AT 
THIS TIME WHETHER THE INVESTIGATION WILL REVEAL INFOR- 
MATION TO WARRANT ANY FURTHER PROCEEDING BY THE 
COMMISSION. UNQUOTE 

4. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO INFORM HOST GOVERNMENT 
OF THE ABOVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 1967 OECD 
RECOMMENDATION AND REPORT ANY REACTION. CHRISTOPHER 
UNQUOTE VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PERSONNEL, POSITION AUTHORIZATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 31 -Aug-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE208756 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: TASCHLENKER 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D77031 6-0786 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977082/aaaaaaza.tel 

Line Count: 150 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: ede05b52-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN EB 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1471602 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ANTITRUST: INVESTIGATION OF HUNTER DOUGLAS NV 

TAGS: ETRD, NL, US 

To: THE HAGUE USOECD 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/ede05b52-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 
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EO Systematic Review 
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